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It's Time to Start a Digital Conservation Movement
by Chris, March 2009

look at some of the books I've read in the past year, comparing the prices for a Kindle version, a printed\yersion, ap a used version.

Title |Kind|e Price /-l-R@t Pric{\ |Used Price
The Divine Comedy | $0.99 [\ / /-FQGR\ N |$10.53

Year Million: Science at the Far Edge of Knowledge |n/a \ N\ \ |$la.\§8 ) |$5.00
Mapping Time: The Calendar and its History |$19(§) AN \ T$*3.1/68/ |$3.83

Infotopia: How Many Minds Produce Knowledge /rm's\ & \ M |$9.11

The Future of the Internet -- And How to Stop It M4N \ N $11.56 |$10.84

Rollback ( ( W \ $6.99 | $0.98
NV
The Shock of the Old: Technology and Global History since 1900 \ n/a( \ > |$17.16 |$1l.72

Exploring Reality: The Intertwining of Science and Religion (\ WQ\ |$10.20 |$8.80

Do What You Are: Discover the Perfect Career for You \ \k?ﬂ.QN > |$12.34 |$9.89

Strategic Thinking for the Next Economy n/a |$22.45 |$O.94
First Among Equals: how to Manage a Group of Professionals \ \ Pya‘\/ |$ll.70 |$2.02
The Way We'll Be — $9)J9 |$17.16 | $8.32
Blown to Bits: How the New Economics of Information Traﬁfow},‘\Str}sgy\I{/a |n/a |$5.95
Group Genius: The Creative Power of Collaboration /\‘ K \ \ |$10.38 |$ll.53 |$5.09
Father Ernetti's Chronovisor \ \/ / |n/a |$ll.53 |$O.16
Contemporary Futurist Thought . \ \ |n/a |$22.50 |$15.65
The Numerati (\ M\ \7 | $14.30 |$16.38 | $6.94
What Are You Optimistic About? N \ \ —/ ¥ | $9.56 |$11.66 | $2.90
The Canon: A Whirligig Tour of the Be%tifthl’éqf Nence | $9.99 |$10.85 | $0.01
Seen/Unseen: Art, Science and Intuition INgm 0 j0 the Hubble n/a $44.00 $27.28
Telescope
A\

A few things are immediatefy ¢ aWIe. First, not every book is available on the Kindle. Granted, some of these titles are a bit
obscure, and the Kindle is a Rew YQrmat, so I'd expect this to change quickly. Second, in general, buying used is the cheaper way to go (
Update (04/07/09): hefeSa~eRQnt Dost describing a Kindle book price boycott movement). Even factoring in shipping fees for ordering a
used book through Am\azogcom, goiny that route is still cheaper than the Kindle version for most texts, and it's probably a better
environmental chgteg (nO\expensiveplastic electronic device needed, and the book you're buying has already been printed and sold at
least once). Of &aurse, | cOMd Mave added a fifth column indicating which of these titles | checked out of my local library (just about all of
them). If youQlon\needTo~a e book, the library beats the Kindle, Amazon, or any used dealer for that matter, on price and "greenness"
for sure. That ol betting that electronic devices like the Kindle will become more and more common.

reces ew 75 acre data center opening in Washington state (another one just like it is being built in Texas for $550 million).
sume 48 megawatts of power. To put that figure in perspective, 48 megawatts could power 40,000 homes!
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I had a hard time tracking down a total count for data centers maintained by Microsoft. However, Rob Bernard, Microsoft's Chi
Environmental Strategist, has said that the entire data center industry is responsible for 880 million tons of CO2 emissions everyyeac!

Iceland campaign is planning for low cost, geothermal energy supplied data centers.

This made me think of why our need for data centers would be increasing so rapidly. Of course, it's pretty obvious~Geqgle™
of free emalil storage. Its other applications don't seem to have a published official storage limit, though one -m

further to include the conservation of data, too. This might not be a bad thing, in fact, it may help us to appreetate€ things more. Back when
our cameras had exposure limits to a roll of film, we considered each shot more carefully, befate we eve@zked the shutter. Now, with

€ss res here and there! I've seen

EN ers at his blog, Rough Type Here's a clip:
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